
The V12 Engine gives an unprecedented and in-depth 
overview of the historic V12-powered cars and the  
magnificent engines that powered them.

In this richly illustrated volume, author Karl Ludvigsen 
takes the reader behind the scenes of the creation of the 
greatest V12 engines of all time, recalling the effortless urge 
of the luxurious Hispano-Suiza of the 1930s and the scintil-
lating surge of the Lamborghini supercars of the 1960s. 

From exotic Auburns, Packards and Pierce Arrows in 
America to Europe’s Ferraris, Lagondas and Delahayes, 
The V12 Engine is a lavish feast for car enthusiasts who 
relish the untold facts behind the story.
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‘typically authoritative and comprehensive examination by 
Ludvigsen’  
— Octane

‘a remarkable study which is also highly readable and 
superb value’
— Classic & Sports Car

‘something of a tour de force’
— Speed Scene

'Get it, read it and return again and again to marvel over the 
intricacies of the marvelous V12 engine'
— Hot Rod Engine Tech

In 1957’s Sebring 12-hour race Ferrari fielded a team 
of sports-racers powered by a new generation of 
four-cam twelves of 3.8 and 4.0 litres, developing up 
to 390bhp. Potent though they were, they were over-
marched that year by Maserati’s 450S, though Piero 
Taruffi drove one to a win in the Mille Miglia. This was 
destined to be the last Mille Miglia, for a sister car 
crashed late in the race, killing its occupants and nine 
spectators.
Chapter 9 - Grand-Prix Glories

When Ferruccio Lamborghini, in fore-
ground, first unveiled his 3.5-litre V12 
engine it was in the racy configuration as
originally produced by Giotto Bizzarrini. 
Joining him at the launch were Giovanni
Canestrini, cigar-smoking editor and jour-
nalist, and driver-engineer Piero Taruffi,
in Argyle jumper.
Chapter 12 - Engines for the Elite
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